WELBECK COLLEGE THE EARLY YEARS - PART 3

15. CCF

Nick Thompson recalls “ that CCF was each week and those with Cert A did some interesting
things, however I never did like drill and did not benefit or improve from this dimension. Little did I
know what the first term at Sandhurst would involve”.

Certainly as an “Army School” the public might think that we were pounding the drill
square every day. True to the aim of a “normal school” the staff ensured that the CCF was
based on the accepted school model. and took place for a couple of hours on a Wednesday
afternoon.

The CCF Contingent was Commanded by Major G C W Harland MBE, MC. TD of the Kings
Own Yorkshire Light Infantry who served during the Second World War in Iceland and
Europe. He reported in the first College Magazine commenting on the headline“Wot? No Sgt
Major?” by saying “This the headline of an inferior (sic - it was the News Chronicle, the Sun didn’t
exist back then) National Daily which published a characteristically misleading article on the opening
of Welbeck College.

“Here it is here” as QMSI Cross would say (minus the “Wot”).

sergean

.

stuous ballroom——soon 10 be the gymnatium.
Qre cotner of the mmg‘.l;:’c.-t“ e e doSuind o po

The CO went on to say “The Press, expecting new arrivals to be shouted at on a square, were taken
by surprise because they didn’t see our versatile QMSI Cross of the Irish Guards meeting trains
acting as RTO MTO and CMP all rolled into one. If they had turned up on the following Wednesday
afternoon they would have been satisfied, as uniform and equipment was issued and QMSI Cross Irish
Guards was busy instilling the concomitant parts of smartness at drill, good turn out, pride in unit,
self confidence and mental alertness”.

On 7 December 1953 the contingent moved into Drill Shed, Welbeck Estates allowed a share
their miniature range and a band, in embryo, was formed with training from the nearby
Infantry Boys Brigade and an Adult Drum Major visiting.

The Contingent was divided into three platoons:

No 1an NCO and 12 Cadets all with Cert A parts 1 and 2 working as anNCOs cadre,
2 P1 (2 NCOs and 7) Cadets with Cert A Pt 1 and working for Part 2,

3 P1 (5 NCOs and 22) all working for Cert A Pt 1
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A Field Day was held in Clumber Park on 2 December 1953 the aim being to practice Cert A
Part 2 candidates in command and control, and to practice elementary tactics. The
inexperience of their commanders led to some loss of control once battle was joined.

The opening article went on to quote Monty “There are no bad troops only bad officers” and gave
the aim of the contingent as simple “To train the cadets to be good officers”. All training was
to be subordinate to that end with virtually no technical training other than signal training. In
the Welbeck Contingent the emphasis “will ever be on the development of those qualities
which make a man a leader”.

The second magazine gave an “end of term” report as “ Visit to a REME Workshop, a whole
Feld Day, Cert A Examinations, Ceremonial Parade rehearsal, holiday courses, band
practices , shooting and weekly Wednesday parades. “A reasonable terms work”.

The Field Day involved a 6 mile route march; to revive the troops Bill Forrington, acting as
RQMS, provided a chefs haversack ration (and incidentally “an excellent Officers Mess
complete with table cloths, tea pot and crockery - wot no silver?). A platoon in attack
followed. It was my platoon and I followed the example set in the first Field Day; I made a
complete hash of it with a very complicated plan which I don’t think anyone understood,
and completely lost control. This would come home to roost when the CIGS asked me, on
arriving for the first Speech Day; if I had control of my platoon. “Yes” I lied, too terrified to
say any other!

.,
The Helicopter Field Marshal

IELD MARSHAL SIR JOHN  on Satarday.
AR GLG.S, chat- The CLGS. fiew by helicopter
r-old Sgl. JYim | to the cellege for ihe 0

s from Chestec. | anoua) fxe
Army l oun m‘!‘m

Cadets attended courses at The School of Signals (see picture below), the School of Military
Engineering Chatham and the Army Schools of PT Aldershot and Scarborough.
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The Band practiced regularly as can be seen below. This picture is from Derek Baughan's
archive

L to R: Holt, Jeff Juckes, Manson?, John Skinner, Mark Smith with the big drum,
Robin Volkers, ?, Dave Axson and Derek himself.

Shooting was severely handicapped by the lack of No 8 Rifles but in spite of this the team
practiced keenly with the Mossberg until the No 8’s arrived. Captain John Thomson took
over all the shooting (see also the sports section) with LSgts Kavanagh and Bidwell Captain
and Hon Secretary of Shooting.

Appointments made were: CSM A W A Iveson, CQMS A Morton; NO 1 Pl Comd Sgt B H
Cornish with PI Sgt D Bidwell, No 2 P1 Sgt ] Dennis. The uniform and equipment of the other
two Officers arrived, for Captain Steel who served in the Royal Engineers at Arnhem with the
1st Airborne Brigade and Captain Thomson who served in the Intelligence Corps in the Far
East, and thus they were able to appear on Parade in their full regalia!

Thus the contingent was reasonably well equipped and had progressed in a number of
important ares and were all “Raring to Go”.

The College Magazine of September 1955 emphasized that the Summer Term was always a
busy thirteen weeks. The Contingent spent a day on Annual Range Classification. The
Annual Inspection was carried out by Lt Gen Sir Geoffrey Evans GOC in C Northern
Command who saw everything, including cadets going across an assault course built by
themselves - the picture on the next page achieved fame for Arthur Soar for it was used as a
recruiting picture soon afterwards. The Inspection report was good! The next page has a
newspaper report and photograph of the inspection.

On 30 June the School went to see the Northern Command Tattoo in Leeds came back and
immediately went to Ollerton Training area where a dawn attack took place!
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The first ever CCF Inspection.
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The same magazine records the first ever CCF Camp held at Gandale and superbly
administered by the 1st Bn Gloucester Regiment described as “Never can a CCF Camp have
been better run. There can be no doubt that the Glosters were largely responsible for the
excellence of all the arrangements and this Contingent records its gratitude”. An extract from
the magazine below describes the experience of this first camp.

I wasn’t privy to the secrets of the last paragraph. However I do remember vividly Bill
Forrington handing out loo paper, just three sheets: “One to wash. one to wipe and one to
polish!"”

An Inter House Guard Mounting Competition was instituted judged by the The Adjutant
and RSM of 4th Bn KOYLI, York won by “a narrow margin”

Victory for York: Rear Rank: Jeff Juckes, Nig Allan, Jim Dennis, Ron Taylor Deek Baughan
Front; Mark Smtih, Neil Walters, Tom Munson, Mick Clifford
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There was but a short piece in the January 1955 Magazine which recorded: Training now in
four streams: Recruits - for Cert A Part 1; For Cert A Part 2; Signal Training and Post
Certificate (NCO Cadres, Advanced map reading, weapon training and Battle Drill)

We all had a great regard and affection for the RSM Fred Cross( I know he was QMSI but he
deserved the RSM Tile) so the most significant pieces are shown below

After only four terms with us, Q.M.S.l. Cross is returnir
The Irish Guards. He has seen the contingent grow from nothi
isimproving and developing all the time and he has played a large part
In years to come, when Welbeck has become a byword, we
Major may have occasion to boast that he took the fir:
camp and gave the first three intakes their grounding in
family success and happiness in the new appointment. vesss Bk

A tribute from the front of the magazine.

Setting up a field telephone exchange (Photo = The Sphere)
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Range work (photo From The Sphere):

DLDIER STILL HAS TO BE ABLE TO SHOOT : A detail on the rifle-range
~ during cadet force training. After two years at Welbeck a boy
is expected to pass into Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst.

(Photom Gryapeceds)
The Band Beating Retreat on Prize Day

The Band above: Arthur Soar, Ray Lettin, Robin Volkers and Derek Baughan on the Drums front row.

 Passing Out Parade, December 1984. Brig. N.H. Thompson talks to Cadet BandmasterJ. Hodges

NickThompson takes an Annual CCF Inspection.
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The CCF report from the September 1955 Edition gives the following statistics:

B

~ DIGEST OF CONTINGENT ACTIVITIES DURING FIRST 2 YEARS
|. Strength Increases

) September 1953 ... . 48
T G -
September 1954 ... .. (19
January 1955 e .. 150
(b) The present strengthis ... 6 Officers
1 Q.M.S.I.
148 Cadets
2. Cadet Courses and Attachments
() Courses :— 195354 1954/55
() RE Field Engineering. S.M.E. Chatham
ARGRIPONTS S50 ol e ik ey — 25
(i) RE Mechanical Engineering.  S.M.E.
Chatham \oBan G — 3
(i)  R.E. Electrical  Engineering.  S.M.E.
Chatham: oo o i@ | [
v) R.E. Railway Operating. Longmoor ... - 3
v) RSigs.  Als Course Cateerick ... ... 9
vi) R.EME. Mech. and Auto. Engineering.
Bordon and 2 Comd. Worksop 9 19
. vii) R.EME. Electrical Engineering. ~Malvern — — 1
v viil) R.EM.E. Armourers’ Course 2 md s
) Worksop oo e w3 2
| ix) P.T. Northern Command School of P.T. 2
P.T. Advanced Course. Aldershot ... 4 :
) RM. Commando. Southsea -
(b) Attachments :— %% 4
| S.M.E. Chatham ... w0 e ¥ ~
2) O.T.W. School of s, Catterick ... 2 _3_2 2
iil) 6 Trg. Bn. REME. Bordon .o
mlm:
i e . 6
e 2
3 2
ptE I
73

asysa Jgs4ss
e e S
\ 1 fal

. 11 passes J;Fasu

alls
including cadets
31
116
37

“B" Cup (Listed amongst best

%, o ee s K 12th

22 Senior Competition &
ct 22 Junior Competition =
Compatition’ss, e 85th

Training F gg
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Finally a rehearsal for the First Entry Passing Out Parade.

Close inspection and zooming in reveal :

Bernie Cornish in the lead.
Front Rank: David Bidwell, Ted Bateman, Andy Morton, Tony Iveson, Dave Massey, Jim Dennis, John Skinner, Bren
Kavanagh, Derek Baughan, John Willy Oakley (?) and Jeff Juckes.
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16 SPEECH DAYS

Speech Day is always a significant day in a school calendar. The Headmaster gives a report
on the past years activity and the Guest of Honour a rallying call and or look forward. The
College Magazine reported each one in detail In the early days there were three significant
Speech Days shown below along with the mention of two others.

Troapect wil be avaliodle & bring vhien

ke them bock afierwards.
i Som egnng gttt B
teir time of woivel ¢

!?W_".‘".

The Magazine of September 1954 reported the first Speech Day when the Guest of Honour
was the CIGS, Field Marshall Sr John Harding. David Rickards said “If I may say so, Field

3!:"‘32 Frr S by
T ey B
WORKSOP ~ GUARDIAN

1. School Without Precedent 0 5
- Parallel e
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3 e g, Mo nevet

Brmy’s New Venture A
Great Success

L.GS. Presents Prizes At Welbeck
College |

i 3¢

Ryk :

:
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CH-RANKING OFFICERS |,

g-(:
T
BECIEVE

.

e
e

£

Marshall, the War Office has not the
slightest idea how to run a public
school” to which the Field Marshall
immediately replied ”If I may say
so, Headmaster, don’t pull your
punches with the War Office!” The
Worksop Guardian reported (left)
and below the CIGS and DAR
marching in step - quite
appropriate!

Field Marshall Harding arrives for the fint speech day, 1954,
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The CIGS presenting prizes to the first ever list of winners. Robin Volkers and Mark
Fillingham .

PRESENTATION OF THE PRIZES G |
The CIGS then presented the prizes o the prizewianars as listed beloy wiom it |
Form Prizes % o 5
Lower & L 3P, Towler 1
Lower 6 X :L’A. 1 AN 3 ]
Lower 6 C T. L. Elkdns sdoris |
Lower 6 B R. E. Taylor 4
Lower 6 A R G R Volkoarw 450y o0 0 U
Subject Prizos ¥ L oot | ]
Ind Intake—Workshops . D. R oy
Divinicty N,
English . E
Freach . J'. S.

The Worksop Guardian, reported the second Speech Day in 1955, Mr Antony Head ,
Secretary of State for War, and Chairman of The College Governors, remarked upon “The
wisdom of the Governors in the choice of such an excellent head master as Mr DA Rickards”.

T A
. WORKSOP GUARDLAY P

'PROGRESS OF WEL

|WORK & PLAY OF ARMY*
PUBLIC SCHOOL 2

Praise from Secretary of State for War|:
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The Nottingham Guardian reported this day also. The prize list of the second year of the

College is shown along with The Wilfred Perry Prize won by Trevor Elkins.

ELBECK COLLEGE isa
public school with a |
difference. There is a
hint of this in a condition of
entry that students on ac
ance should have some
ficiency in mathematics
science (preferably physics.
The hint is brozdencd‘:'y_
emphasis on_the technical and
scientific subjects taught.
And. if a higt were not en
the matter was made clear
Antony Head, Minister
when presented the p
the college’s annual spe
on Saturday. To the

is being changed
the impact of technical
tific invention.”

The college was formed
through the initiative of Mr.
to provide suitable candida
regular commissions in th
nical corps of the Army.

':g‘: >
ges of a science-biassed
to a new life at Sandl

The college was tormed far
through the initiative of Mr. I-r:‘
to provide suitable candidates for
regular commissions in the &
nical corps of the Army.

This vas its second s_llseech day,
and in September it will pass on
its batch of students, with the ad-
vantages of a science-biassed edu-
cation, to @ new Iichal Sandhurst
and later to an Army Wi
science has vastly changed the
higher strategic values.
r. Head, who is chairman %
the college governors, referred 1o
their keen interest in the Progress
of the college, and to their wisdom
in the choice of such an ¢
head master as Mr.
Rickards. N
. He also spoke appreciati
the Duke and Duchess of Pol
as “a benevolent host
hostess,” and complimented
college staff on a year
progress. Fes
mmenting on what he
cribed as the flying start ¥

a later stage
Hudaidtll;nwi:pce
o an 1
inlhetecgni{:!l“l I
Army and added, amid
that the Army’ Council
nothing if more of the

Mr. Head then received gifts from the First Intake, who were lavlnzd.
Lectern Bible and Altar Prayer k., and a Missal, G i cards
Roman Catholic Chapel about to be opened. e e

the

Prizewinners. Form Prizes: A, J. Slee, H. J, Sims Hild W. E. W,
A. O. Lilburn, J. A. Woodall, A. B. D. E. Abernethy-Clark, N. A.nf.l'hnl - T..t
Elkins, A. J. Potter, B. D. E. Goodman. Special Prizes—Art: D. Hinshaw ;
Woodwork : A. J. Potter; Metalwork: M. R. Strong and B. M. Cornish;
Germon : B, H. Mahon ; Divinity : M. R. Strong and R. C. R. Volkers; Music :
R. J. Skinner ; Chopel Reading : C. R. M. Fillingham.

College Subject Prizes—English : M. B. Strong and T, T,

i
rophy : N. A. J. Hastings and K. C. Phipps ; French : A. B. D. E. Abernethy-
Clark and B. F. Kavan. h:”Chunlwy: 1 and J. H. Trate ; Mothematics :

R. . :
J. C. Milford and J. L. Barker ; Physics : N. A. J. Hastings and B, D. E. Goodman,
né

-
“ Wilfred Perry " Prize : To L. Elkins, e
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The Magazine of September1956 gave a full account, below left, when H.R.H. The Duke of

Edinburgh, Patron of the College, was the Guest of Honour. The picture shows the meet and
greet along with The Duke of Portland.

Speech Day
foul weather of 1956 lfted for 2 few bours on 2%th June to gre

The Duke of Edinburgh, our Patron, who arrived piloting his helicopter 2t
H"I M The Duke of Portland, Mr. Anthony Head, General Sit
Headmaster,

the library, which was lined with flowers, Mr. Head welcomed the Royal
called upon Mr. Rickards to give his review of the year's activities.

ster announced the gift of two new prizes for College work, that of the
Colh! of Science, Shrivenham, for the top boy in exch entry ; and 3
our own Governors to be awarded at the Headmaster's discretion.

to senlor mathematicians and physicists.

Prize giving on this occasion allowed Prince Phillip to display his usual sense of occasion and
humour during a mix up of the prizes!

wf Newpeet (Mg,
pondly  esamining
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Prince Phillip’s rousing words are below, followed by pictures with DAR on the sailing Hard
and taking his leave.

The Welbeck Coileg:

FCZine

: of you, into the technical services of tre Army.
Ofyo:h'e ‘tail of the Army." If that is <o, (hye
The Army of the present and future s

will become more and more technical. | think
‘the ground floor and have a great future
cuts and crises, more panics and alarms,
they will not materially affect the technical

‘2 whole new generation of weapons and
ir development and in all the arguments as to
u will find it is very easy to be carried
' or * The great deterrent,’ and |
@ gravest suspicion, and only use them
they are relevant to the situation.
have any trouble later on.

it history and a splendid tradition of
a service of men and not only
you cannot escape the fact
ficers you will be expected
: men under your command.
our technical branch, but you
you can develop your power of

ry best of luck when
easant time until it is

together with

i SPEECH DAY .
H.R.H. The Duke of Edinburgh, the Headmaster, and Mr. Anthony Head inspect the Sailing Club's mhud
‘EL" Phato by permission of “'Sheffield Telegroph & Star™” Ltd.
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The Speech Day of 5 June 1
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Later Speech Days: The first picture shows Andrew Figgures, the first boy from Welbeck to
reach the rank of Lieutenant General here hob nobbing with General Napier Crookenden
then Commandant RMCS. The second -enables DAR to turn gazetteer!

Mr. Boyden has an informal
Mord |after the prize-giving With ———————
Major-General Crookenden and | 1his type must come from the |u.0 been teaching the external
three students — A. C. Figgures Headmaster and his staff, it is, degrees of London University —a
Qeft). A. F. Gibson (Head Boy) nevertheless, right and proper that very fine degree with an inter-
and “T. A. Wright (Deputy Head |™uch of the day-to-day government| .iio 01 crarus  There had beea
Boy). of the place \hnulfl_ be in the hands very g00d results, the average being
“Guardian" photo: 98511 IOt the prefects. The “i’" would | 5y " cent better than those for

¢ isten very carefully, as I bope we [ "o o comoarable. bodv-of stus

The Welbexian—December 1969

Key Role.

“This College plays an extremely important part,” Sir Geoffrey said. “Not
only does it hold the key-role, but | believe Welbeck is a really progressive model of
modern education. | am sure it must be a matter of pride to boys here to be members
of this unique College.”

To the boys about to leave, the General said : “Do what you can in the years
ahead to master your profession. Don't be half-hearted : go at it flat out. At the
same time try and broaden your interests, read wisely, study the problems of the day,
argue about them, exercise your intellects, try your hands at those outdoor activities
which will test your nerve and powers of endurance. You will be all the better
officer for doing so. But, above all, retain a sense of humour and enjoy life to the full,
My very best wishes to you all.”

Such rain as we have on big occasions over the years gives Speech Day a miss,
and only threatens Royal Visits. ~So there was a Garden Party atmosphere about the
Displays outdoors. Indoors the Goldsack Land Yacht stocd out among many excellent
things from the Workshops.

The Guests left for London in a large red helicopter.

“| wouldn’t bother to navigate,” said the Headmaster. "“I'd just follow

M1
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17 ROYAL VISITS

His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh

Prince Phillip became the Patron of the College in November 1954 as can be seen from the
extract from WCM4/1/1 below.

He presented the prizes at Speech Day on June 29th 1956. The newspaper clipping below
shows The Duke in a mix up with the prizes and with his typical relaxed and humorous
manner laughed off (along with the rest of a much relieved audience) what could have been a

l‘lh‘im: it back, said ]|

the Duke as he gave | |
out the wrong prize

T'HE Duke of Edinburgh
gave an extra prize o
2 pupll at Welbeck College,

pareats, Mr. and Mrs, J. H.
Trall, of Newport (Mgn.),

yours' muttered the Duke, “Come on then, bring ft |
I puszling over the pame on back,” beckoned the smiling |

. i were  proudly examining | the fiy-leal. John was quick Duke: |

lg ', l:n w;mnp, yesterday. . | them. with the explanation: « ...::".'.5’:':2 “l:m ::;: |

3 erbert Tratt had Then Peler Russell went up “You've given h 1
Just collected his prices—his | o clalm his prize. “This lsn't many, -Iv.‘" he JTJ e e | 'I;:f:;"‘;ri::h- s

\ v | i

\ 1 |

very tense momentt! More pictures and a news paper report are shown in another section.

On the next page is the frontispiece of The Silver Jubilee edition of the Welbeck Magazine - a
thought provoking message from our Patron.
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Her Majesty The Queen visited the College on May 10th 1968 as reported in the Welbeck
Magazine shown below. The next page shows her walking along the Horse Corridor chatting
to the Head of School and The Headmaster. More pictures and newspaper reports are shown
in a later section.

The We!bexian\ July 14
68

The Queen’s Visit of May 10 1963
AL L]

The weather was one of those s i
pells of classical i
Shakespeare would have described it, or sunshine a::;ce,‘:-a Y =fair ang foul, 3
circutpstance; the terms wet weather and dry weather progran;’:n Otb once. | th.ese
meaningful, if not actually simultaneous. in the upshot the ; ecame extremely
under the protection qf the Library Arch, and the period of preparagc);;l S drew
was over, its place bgmg taken by a happy Royal Occasion, which enz:ndde?‘?’ettaﬂfr
stage with Presentations to Her Majesty in the Library. For the vi g oM
begun as the Cars crossed the Bridge, and Mr. Forrington hoisted thev;:lt e e
at what the Headmaster called **H-hour”. Oyal Standarg,

In the Library, Rear-Admiral R. St.V. Sherbrooke, V.C
to the Queen the Duke of Portland, K.G., T.D., D.'L..'tl;'erBJchess of Port]
Lady Anne Bentinck, The High Sheriff of Nottingham, Col. A. A. Warburtonoggnsd'
}[').S:O.. AD.C., T.D., his mother Mrs. M. E. Warburton, and the Headmaster -
T_e Am Vflur:;hgresented Mrs. Rickards, A. F. Gibson, Head Boy, and his Deputy

D.S.0. presenteq

The Queen was in a beautiful tangerine coat with a mink collar, and 2 matching
feather hat.

: Now began the tour of College, where Her Majesty spoke to some of the boys

lined up outside the classrooms ; among the lucky ones were |. R. Barrett, M. A. Riley,
J. Rossington, S. A. Murray. Next came C.S.M.l. J. Thompson's trampoline display.
followed by the signing of the visitor's book by the Queen in the Library, after which
the Chapel was seen. In the Master's Common Room the Headmaster presented to
Her Majesty Mr. and Mrs. L. C. Moss, Mr. and Mrs. J. Steel, Mr. and Mrs. G. C. W.
Barker-Harland, and Mr. and Mrs. J. G. C. Thomson. Throughout the visit the
Queen displayed a lively interest in both College and its purpose, as well as individuals,
to whom she chatted informally.

Then it was all over. Goodbyes were said at the entrance to the State Rooms,
and what is described as the motorcade moved off.

It had been an unforgettable occasion, all too short. Much of ,‘“emﬂﬁl'fhe'
sprang from the presence of the beautiful sprays of flowers which we %0 e
Queen from their stands wherever she might look in—Library, Chapel arll- e
Common Room. Outside, too, flowers drew the eye in the drive, 3t the :a it
the Duke of York's steps. Mrs. Rickards and her team of flower arrang

be congratulated.

_cheers,
As the Queen drove off, Andrew Gibson's men cfave a thungergsll::‘:e
which struck new echoes from the now sun-drenched vistas of the
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The Welbexian—July 1968 I

J

Fhot

o:—Courtesy of Nottingham Guardian Journal
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DISCIPLINE

Stop smoking! A course in six rapid stages.
From The College Magazine

Now here’s a funny thing

PR A Ay N T,
TR Ty, LA

in the editor's pigeon-hole; a
tattered quarto exercise book, its
spine bound with tapes and stitched
with linen thread. After almost fourty
years it is beginning to look its age.
Faintly discernable is the title -
Welbeck College Extra Duties.

Inside is a stern notice much amended
by hand. “Extra Duties. These will take
place from 1.45 - 2.15 on Tuesdays
and Fridays under the Ponter's
supervision . .. Signed; D.A. Rickards,
Headmaster. 30 September 1953,

Less than a month after the College
opened - a Punishment Book! Were
those golden days of yesteryear, then,
not after all the frame surrounding
perfection? Were the boys of those
early Entries fallen Adams? Colonels
they were to become - yes. Even (say
it with reverence and stand to attention
when you do so) even Generals or -
wait for it - Bursars of Welbeck. But as
boys they were unregenerate, despite
the adoption and grace of the staff of
those days.

Some dated prose for a dated book,
therefore.

S omething mysteriously appeared

e

Come with me, gentle reader and let
us reverently turn those pages which
Time has consigned to us. What a
garden shall we enter as we pass
through its pages? What weeds shall
we find shamefacedly hanging their
noisome heads in the Eden of those
distant days? Whose name will be
recorded for a tremulous posterity to
peruse? Who was the very first to have
his sins visited upon him - unto the
74th and 75th generation? Oh shame!
Yet aught not such sins to be decently
interred after so much time? Alas, it
shall not be so. This is too good an
opportunity to miss.

Well, the first chap to get booked was
Allan, on the first of October. JS, the
master who consigned him to history
in this way, struck hard and fast.
Perhaps the whole system was brought
in in response to Allan’s wickedness
and to ]S's righteous indignation. His
crime was one which no subordinate -
military or civilian - can commit with
impunity. With Davies, whose name
appears bracketed with his on the line
below, he was guilty of “Rowdiness
near to private quarters” Ah!
Rowdiness may be all right then. Boys

will be boys. But not next to private
quarters, for masters will also be
masters and boys must get their come-
uppance. “Man is born to grief and
woe And when this we rightly know
Through the world we safely go”. |
can hear JS saying so, stemly, to Allan
and Davies. And proving it with the
Extra Duties Book gleaming and crisp
in his hand.

On the 9th of October the name of
Kavanagh appears for the first time.
The first page bears his name three
times. | recall a former pupil - not of
this school - whose work was so
consistently bad that he was never
able to satisfy all the numerous masters
who, every week, wanted him for
Detention. The frustration of those who
struck too late became awesome and
intense. When it was found that one
master had booked him weekly in
advance until the end of term the
general rage of his colleagues knew no
bounds. Yet the solution became clear.
Over sherry the masters decided which
of them would detain him and on
which Saturday. His record being what
it was he was bound to give each
master good reason to claim his pound
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“ONEST GUV 1 WAS NO WHERE NEAR AT THE TIME”
OR
CRIME AND PUNISHMENT SANS FAME

From: Jim Dennis Intake 1
To: The Editor The Welbexian 1990 Edition

I noticed an entry in your recent edition regarding the “Extra Duties Book” recently found.

“The first chap to get booked was Allan...with Davies...guilty of rowdiness”

Here is the true story.

We had only been in the place for about 10 days and were still exploring
the rabbit warren of underground corridors (see left). It was after prep
(supervised!). Nig (Mike’s nickname) and I had just passed Dave Massey
swinging from the overhead grill protecting the skylight spluttering with
hysterics as he shouted “Pass right down the bus please” - and he was the
1st XV Pack leader! Down along by the seamstress room - collars studs
back and front one of each, socks suspenders right and left - pausing
briefly by the huge bell board in case the Duchess was ringing, and then to
the bottom of the spiral staircase, our very own tradesmen’s entrance to
the dormitories.

Just along the corridor were the servants quarters; what mysteries could be there, the
giggling of the under maids, interesting. But of immediate interest was the fire point at the
bottom of the stairs An orderly coil of fireman's hose, neat instructions of “What to do in case
of..” with a really splendid shiny brass and copper end spout about 2 feet long. “How about
sounding the end of day call” said Nig as he pursed his lips and tried a few tentative toots. We
gradually got better at it until we were producing a lovely mellow and very loud blast
suitable for the William Tell Overture when a distinctly Scottish voice behind us said “ You'll
be making a racket for to wake the dead” - it was Jim Steel the Duty Master “You "Il be takin’ an
extra duty the pair o’ye”. An Extra Duty” - what's an extra duty?

1 eR We found out shortly when a note appeared on the Notice Board signed by
r | Bull York himself; we were to report to the Porter, Bill Forrington (pictured
on the left) “In’t sunk garden ta pick up leaves tha’ knows”. After rugby practice
at 3.30 next day.

Life was very full and exciting at that time. Nig and I had come from the
same Grammar School in Chesterfield where we played in the second row
of the rugby scrum together. We were determined to get into the Welbeck
1st XV which meant impressing Bull York in every way - tackling, falling
on the ball, beat a man draw a man pass, bunch and take it, the pushover try
which became the hallmark of an unbeaten 1st XV in the second year. Rugby practice was
hard but enjoyable and followed by a lengthy bath. We had missed the extra duty!!
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We’d had a good system at Chesterfield when confession of a crime was good for the soul
and only attracted a mild wigging. We formed up outside Bull’s study after House prayers
that evening. He greeted us cheerily and invited us both in, rugby had gone well that
afternoon. “What do you two want then?. I volunteered. “Weve missed the extra duty Sir and
wondered what we should do?”

He paused, pondered; eventually he looked at us long and hard over the top of his half
rimmed specs; “It's not what you're going to do” he said “It's what I'm going to do!” Without
more ado he took out a long thin cane from his desk drawer, pulled a chair over and said
“Bend over Dennis”.

He whacked me hard with six of the best. Looking back later it didn’t seem too bad but at
the time! I thought it would never end and I understood why he had had a trial for England.
But if I thought it bad for me how about poor old Nig who had remained in the study - a
practice never to be repeated. Afterwards he told me he could hear the swish as the cane
whipped through the air until after contacting my backside the end bent around the
contours of my posterior. He added that he was within a moment of running away from the
College. We retired - hurt - but that did not stop us proudly displaying our stripes, red and
blue, for all to see. The dormitories buzzed with complaining chatter but we were heroes. A
little while later Bull caned 7 boys for not watching the 1st XV play Worksop College. Brutal
yes, particularly viewed from today, but in a curious way it really did bind the First Entry
together; 48 of us new to one another, in a brand new school, set in a magnificent
environment and coping with a new initiative. To be honest I think we all had great
admiration for the way that Bull dealt with and understood boys.

But I digress. It was not long before we discovered that a caning book, extra duty book and
famous saying book had been established in the Masters Common Room. Alas two of them
are now lost so who is to believe me when I tell you that it was I, bracketed together with Nig
Allan, as first equals in all three books!

If any one were to ask all I could say is:

"y

Onest Guv, I was nowhere near at the time!”

Jim Dennis
1 Entry

Postscript; Bill Forrington caught up with us later: “Ya daft buggers” he said “Ya didn’a think I

would’a reported ya did ya?” bless him.

PS I never sent the letter to the Editor!
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DAR set out the College policy on discipline in his 8th September 1953 meeting: “...the best
discipline was obtained by weight of character rather then by actual punishment. To begin with
discipline should be ultra strict..” The meeting went on to discuss the various punishments
ranging from expulsion through caning to “a good talking to”. AP H White’s beautifully
crafted Editorial in the 1990 Welbexian brings alive the ethos of discipline during the
formative years. Derek Baughan remembers: “ Bren Kavanagh, whilst still in considerable pain
after a caning by Bull York, showing us the results - six evenly spaced,very red, cane marks” I didn’t
realise Bren had set some sort of record or that Danny Stannard ran him a close second., or
that Jim Vine was a “bit of a card’! Dear old Gordon - “Jolly bad manners” and “slackness on
the rugger field” (a crime indeed). My piece above reflects the fact that I was somewhat
peeved not to be named along with all these illustrious names.

However A P White shows how the system settled down very quickly.

DAR giving some of his highlights in the 1972 Welbexian records:

“I am sure that all 8 of us (The Bursar and 7 masters) would have been glad to know that in 1972, the
standards we were then trying to set in discipline, in personal appearance, in physical fitness, in

manners, in morals and in human relationships would be more than lived up to”.

Enough said.
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19 THE COLLEGE MAGAZINE

Here is the first copy and the first paragraph of the Welbeck College Magazine produced in
January 1954 reporting the events of the first term at the College.

The Welbeck College Majozine
S
Foreword
I am delighted that it has been found le to
tit e possible to produce a College Magazin
::zhhrn eafr’|y stage in the h'mory of Welbeck College. | do ((‘ﬂgm!ulg;tc thge Eldsewa:
o nf:’;: l|::|[.>t.acr\ ‘cmn'g going so soon. It is good to feel that the Magazine will cover
- . ¢ Lollege from its inception. | wish it a long, successful and unbroken

Leicester Moss was the Editor and his editorial team were; Ray Peace, Robin Volkers, Martin
Wilson Brown, Rob Matthews, Peter Hodkinson and Steve Gilmore. DAR, as ever prescient,
was bang on in his congratulations for such a quick birth of the magazine. A clear format was
developed from the beginning: The Foreword, College Notes, Salvete/ Valete, College Dates,
Sport, CCE The Library, Societies and boys contributions. Later House Notes, News of OWs,
letters from RMAS, RMCS, and Cambridge were added followed later by “Births marriages
and deaths”. So the College Magazine did indeed meet DAR’s wish that it would: “cover the
life of the College from its inception” Whilst a school magazine is somewhat standard, to get it
up and running so quickly given that every single facet of the College was new and had to be
implemented by only 8 masters and 48 boys it is a real tribute to the team who started it all.

Leicester writing a farewell piece in the magazine on DARs retirement in 1972 said; “I am
happy to write him up in this publications which he encouraged me to launch some 42 numbers ago
incidentally standing firm at the Editors side when we, were believe it or not, were banned in
Northern Command for outspokenness!”

The magazine continued to record and report College activities in more and more detail and
underwent more than a few changes. Initially in a green cover its title was “The Welbeck
College Magazine” and was initially published in five volumes,at first three times a year until
by 1970 it was reduced to two with some thirty pages. Photographs began to appear from
the third issue onwards
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In the autumn of 1964 the title was changed to “The Welbexian” with a new front cover,
glossier paper and slightly larger pages with a page count nearing 50.

|

THE

WELBEXIAN

Vol. IV, No, 1. Autumn, 1964

A new front cover appeared in 1972 and continued in this format until 1986. All of the front

covers for these issues had a series of pen and ink drawings by Bill Jones ,Vivian Davey’s Lab
Assistant. All of the designs are shown in Annex ] on the DVD.

—— e ————— - ———— ——

Earlier entries may not know that Bill is a
self-taught artist of considerable ability in
various media. His pen drawings of Welbeck
scenes have frequently adorned the front
cover of “The Welbexian™. In recent years
Bill has generously given his time and talent
to running the College art society.
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In 1987 the Welbexian was published in A4 format, with over 50 pages in each issue all had a
very extensive OW section at the end of each issue.

The 1978 Edition, The Silver Jubilee of the College was a bumper edition of nearly 100 pages
and contained significant events in the life of the College from the previous editions.

-

W E L B E XTIANIS
|:9"§3"~|

The Journal of Welbeck College

70th . //in/'n('/'.\'u/"// 19« i,',L{(J(),‘,’

The current archive contains magazines as follows:

Vol 1:
1-Jan 54, 2 - May 54, 3 - Sep 54, 4 - Jan 55, 5 - May 55, 6 - Sep 55, 7 - Jan 56,
9 -Sep 56, 10 - Jan 57

Vol 2:
1-May 57,2 - Sep 57, 3 - Feb 58, 4 - May 58, 5 - Ot 58, 6 - May 59, 7 - Nov 59,
8 - Missing, 9 - Sep 60, 10 Not Published*?

Vol 3:
1-May 61,2 -Oct 61, 3 - May 62, 4 - Ot 62, % - May 63, 6 -- Nov 63,7 - Jun 64

Vol 4.
1 - Autumn 64, 2 - Summer 65, 3 - Missing, 4 - Summer 66, 5 - Missing, 6 - Summer 67,
7 - Missing, 8 - Summer 68

Vol 5:
1 - Missing, 2 - Autumn 69, 3 - Summer 70
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Annual Publications:

1971 - Missing,

1972-77 978 and 1979 missing

1980 to 2005 Complete less 2004

I assume publication ceased in 2005.

Thus out of a total of 73 assumed published ten or eleven are missing.

The first seven magazines and that of the Silver Jubilee have been scanned in page by page
and are in the folder “Welbeck Magazines” on the DVD.

The first Issue in January 1954 contained details of College Prefects (Tony Iveson and Bernie
Cornish), new staff (Derek Hawker), the Chapel, Visitors, details of four sports including
Rugby match reports, The CCF, The Library, six new societies, Film News from Steve Gilmore
and four contributions from boys - with apologies to John Skinner and Dave Massey that
their pieces could not be printed because of lack of space in the 20 page publication.

Tardy

Az seven-twenty G.M.T.
Rings out the bell, it's time that we
Arcse : and 50 by power of will

| rise and look around, but still
Abowt me they all lie as dead,
So back again | crawl to bed.

'3 seven-forty.  No one moves.
But suddenly, his cloven hooves
The dreaded prefect plants upon
My dormant person, which anon
Decides to wake. Then comes a rush,
For breskfist waits. 1 have to brush
My dair.  Ah well, 2 comb will do—

L") andics
fist siraight.  Wich

And | half dressed cut neatly through Chapel Court was
Thmkﬂqhn.bm:
_ School rules to write—all thirty-three. '3
| Ad such s We for such m me. ol
: ' 8. H. Moben,

Contributions from the boys included” Gum Arabic” by M (?) (an early forecast of glue
sniffing?!), “Doodling” by Don Haskayne, “Prelude to e a Rugby Match” by Rob Matthews and
above, a heartfelt piece by Bas Mahon, who seemed to be constantly in minor trouble for
“forgetting”. Matrons, monitors or prefects who found clothes, kit or books lying around
found they invariably bore the number 37 - Bas | However he was starting on a fine literary
career for he has since published two books : the first a best seller about the life of Maxwell of
the equations fame and another about Heavyside of Layer fame. Mark Fillingham was a
regular contributor of well composed elegant little stories such as the above. David Bidwell

penned a piece about the terror of Reading The Lesson in Chapel reproduced in the Chapel
section.
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There is a very fine article by General Gaussen in the May 1955 edition entitled “Forty Years
Gone”. He tells of his experiences from being a 2nd Lt on 10 February 1915 through the mud
and blood of the First World War, to India in 1921, Staff College, Command of the RE
Training Battalion in 1939 and then the Western Desert and Alamein. Post War at the War
Office. His memories ending : “A wise dog licks its wounds in silence”. Do read it by
zooming in on the text below or on the DVD..
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An example of news of OWS was in the September 1956 magazine,shown below left too be
compared with that alongside 14 pages of OW News in the 1971 copy!

.

ade
passing-Ovt P20 L seade held on
¢ Enery pasedons B D our

the lat 4
Ne Y of teem,
C.Q.MS. ). E Barner

Old Welbexian Association
has be:

in existence for just aver six months, it it thoughe
e of Interest 1o both past 3ad present Wilbexiang,

ch joins RMAS. (n January 1958, there arg

As the Asseciation
ehat & beief wurvey to-date mig

fi
i

e 1k Jumpy 9k 4
"":';8":4“?”°,::,:\;,'n. and this Is 3 most encouraging beginning, & 71:-:;‘!- ot
:.;-:E:m« have joined to 3 m:?—-n what about it, tome of you chips i the r‘nu:".-..m"-:
Entries who have not yet joined ! e Tigie dump 103
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bz S 11
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et
Corps represestatives : RE. B. D. E. by
bam ; RSignals, M. Allan ; RAD.C., A. G. Knipe. ,!'
<

WA MATY T OO

Publication was not without problems since it was funded by the OWA subscription a
payment of 10/- shillings a year including a copy of the magazine. In 1980 finances were
really creaking and as I was involved in funding the Scrapbook Scheme I wrote to Gavin
McKay (2 Entry) as shown below.

LT COL ). DENNIS REME

Applied Physics Department

Roval Ar t Resea

Dev Pt

kb T4y 5% ~ e
dois Gaves Owh_Wegazine. e e SR e
T Borter Comisl bis QUlEr & 9Ty & N e e SR e it 2

- Ha
s, beeawke & e, OERR oppaist U mnfledte. | el
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You can note that if London MOD(A) did print it would have cost £4.00 a copy not including
postage. It is to eternal credit of the Bursar and others that the the magazine survived. The

1995 edition contained the first advertisements

HMSO Print

St Crispins, Duke Street, Norwich NR3 1PD

& HMSO

Norwich Print Services provides a full range of

Print & Related products to the MOD.

For more information please contact:

Peter Fairall,
Customer Service Manager

Telephone: (01603) 695001
Fax: (01603) 695857 or 695837

Reading through the magazines what amazes me is the amount of latent talent, in every

facet of life, shown by the boys.
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20. THE WELBECK REGISTERS

Schoolmasters are absolute suckers for lists and orders and records. A new school like Welbeck gives us
magnificent scope and in the Welbeck College Register (affectionately known as the Derektory) we have

the perfect weapon.
College magazine 1975

Derek Hawker was the inspiration and chronicler for the introduction of the Welbeck
Register. He maintained a remarkable set of facts and statistics over his time at the College
and put everything together in two publications to rival Wisden! His intentions are clear in
his letter below.

He followed this up with an update for 1953-1983. A third register was put together in 2000
this latter simply a list of names and know at the time addresses of Intakes 1-86. The first
two registers have been scanned in page by page and are in the Folder “Registers”on the
DVD.
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Extracts from the 1953-1973 edition are below.

Derek covered a very wide field as can be seen from the contents list
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He lists the Staff which includes all of those there in September 1953.

Details of the Old Welbexian Association, Obituaries and Honours:
The Register continues with detailed information on: Winners of CorpsPrizes, Staff Course
attendees, Welbeck Statistics, Heads of House, Shield of Honour , Brothers, All the rugby
results and athletic records and the House Match results over 10 sports.
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A potted history of the Abbey from 1143-1951 is followed by a year by year list of important
events in the life of the College.

Following this is are resume’s of all the Academic Staff and each of the boys from 1 Entry to
40 Entry. A tour De Force indeed. Interestingly Charles Brodley (5 Entry), in 2010/11
updated statistics of these intakes in another very detailed exercise , included in Section 28
“Success” (full papers shown separately in the Folder “Charles Brodley Papers” on the DVD)
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21 THE SCRAPBOOK SYSTEM

At an Executive Committee meeting near the end of the 1970’s as the elected Archivist, I
floated the need to preserve out history “as it happened”, citing as a good example the
dreaded “Welbeck Cap” which after having only existed for a few years no one could find an
example! We explored the idea of a large standard scrapbook, a big box or a room at The
College to store material. Although there was general acceptance of the need, how to meet
this the aim was a matter of some discussion. Eventually it was proposed that we follow
Sam Robert’s Recorder idea and have a scrapbook for each Entry, along with a suitable room
or space to store more bulky items eg The Cap, rugger shirts and things of that ilk. The
exchange of letters twixt myself and the then Headmaster Michael Maloney, reproduced
below, show how we moved the idea forward.

Work
Ref: 22% Office: Wor

]
£l
) WELBECK COLLEGE
i WOoRKSO hamshire S0 3N

As can be seen, although he had some doubts about whether such a system would work in
practice, he was enthusiastic about “preserving our history” and had already begun to store
material. He rightly pointed out that a prominent library display of scrapbooks would be
important.
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As can be seen from my reply the proposal was accepted in principle.

From: Lieutenant Colonel J Dennis, mw—ﬁ

2415

13 ook

The Headmaster

Welbeck College

Workeop WrFC/AP/P/3
Nottinghamshire

S80 3IN

Thank you very much for your letter of 27 September. I am sorry about this

belated replye.

Thank you for reasding my proposal concerning "Serapbooks". I have to agree
with you that the 'human nature' aspect will mean only a small percentage of
entries. However I have based my proposal on it being & sort of storehouse -
or memory bank in technical parlance, to be used in later years.

Calenlating that with some 2000 Oi's, given only a 5% entry, there should

be 100 items of interest. In addition providing there is no cost to the
association (I'm sure we can extract a fiver from just one person per intake
for the book) it should represent snother method of information storage.

With regard to the rest of the material, I had already written to Neil Stewart
and he has spoken to Francis Reabon who has kindly agreed that his "little
room™ can be used as a repository. I hope to make use of this shortly, but it

may be the New Year before I get up again.

It ocours to me you may not have a RARDE handout at the College so one is
enclosed. Last month there were 6 OW's serving here; Nigel Osborme,

Bob Stark, Mce Stacy, Brian Oldham, John Shepherd and yours truly. I know
there have been others, Peter Ost (Intake 3 ?) and another R Signals Officer
whose nome escapes me (which is bed since I took over his quarter?)

Life continues to be very interesting and busy. I hope all is well at the

College.

Jim Elliott (3 Entry) and I discussed the nature of the
scrapbooks and eventually agreed that the Stanley Gibbons
“Snap Binder” Stamp Book - which enabled separate, single

g or multicopy papers, to be swiftly inserted, without using
glue would be suitable . We priced then up through SG at
o elbexian Scrapbook
S £5.50 each for 50 off. Jim, Commanding a REME Workshop

®eneral 2

at the time , had an industrial printing machine to prepare
papers for insertion and also to add the College Crest and a
Title An example is shown on the left.
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We took this to the OWA main Committee in 1979. There were a few reservations based
mainly on funding the purchase of 50 books from the outset and how we were to recover the
money, and also whether or not anyone would fill the books in! In the end a proposal by
Peter Davies (3 Entry) that the OWA should set aside up to £400 to pay for the initial buy and

any required support thereafter, and this was agreed. It was also agreed that each intake pay
the £5.50 cost of each Entry Scrapbook.

In 1981 I gave this report to the oWA Executive Committee:

Thus, seemingly just 12 of the Books were not funded and only some £60.00 of the set aside

funds used. How many more scrapbooks were produced and funded (see Nick Leadbetter’s
remarks) I do not know.

Old Welbexian Entry Scrapbook
Instructions For Use

To kick start the project 51 Scrapbooks were

| Am The aims of this scrapbook system are:

. Fo sntry b 1, rocord theks actiies: o’ posrey produced for the first 51 Entries and pre-printed
b For those at Webeck to read for interest pages for each boy were inserted along with a
To act as a ‘memory’ store o preserve our history as it happens, .
P ot Magazine and Calendar Roll for each Entry. The
2. The mstructions for use are smple —please use it [t s a scrapbook and
anything (wel akmost anythig) gocs Instructions for use sheet is shown on the left.

3. We are particularly concemed to presesve our heritage for the future
0 please place or note anything of interest/sgdicance ether i your
own personal page (nckading letters) or n the general section.

4, There & a personal page for each member of the Entry, a few general

m%andmmmhm(mﬂcfummpapevmmwmud
at the back.

5 Please emsue the book i intact after use.

6.haddnmmlmmvykvapboduummmms«apbods
for anything of general interest.

7. k&% all yours!
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Examples of the personal pages are below and Chris Arnold and Barry Learner
bless ‘em, filled in their pages; but as predicted not many other entries appeared.
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Sadly in the event the entire set of scrapbooks
were “hidden” away in a closed cupboard at the Chapel end of the Library so I suspect no
one knew about them. I later found that all the magazines and calendar rolls had been
removed, so I retrieved the 1 Entry Scrapbook and two of the General Books and I still have
them. So, what was the fate of the scrapbook system - see what the 1999 students had to say
in an editorial shown on the next page.below.

What remains to be answered of course is how an Institution should record its heritage?
Indeed should they? My old Grammar School in Chesterfield, established in 1588, was sadly
turned into a comprehensive and now no longer exists at all. The Old Boys Association
however are still active and have realised that there is no written history of the School at all!.
To rectify this they have now set up a web site which allows anyone to submit material for
entry into “A scrapbook in the Clouds”! It is very successful. In contrast Lancaster Grammar
School, where my sons were educated now have three authorised Histories, the last one
published in 2012!

It seems to me that there is almost always universal regret when little trace of an Institution
can be found.
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fier “breaking and entering” the
Archive Cabinets in a forgotten
corner of the Titchfield Library, we
discovered what should have been a thriving
cabinet of memaories. to be half completed
and severely lacking care and attention.
Therefore we have decided to devote this
article to the relationship between past and
present Welbexians in an attempt (o inspire
some OW's to fill in their “Entry
Scrapbook™ and to encourage present
Welbexians 1o take a more active interest in
their heritage.
We discovered that the cabinet was a log of
past Old Welbexian Scrapbooks.
The aims of the scrapbook system are:
For entry members to record their activities:
For posterity:
For those at Welbeck to read for interest:
To act as a “memory” store 1o preserve our
history as it happens.

After ploughing through several (over 30)
volumes of such scrapbooks, we learnt that
Welbeck hasn’t changed all that much in its
45 vears of existence. Its aim is still the
same, its recruiting slogans aren’t much
different and even some of its staff are
almost originals!

“It's funny how you misread things. I
looked at the M.C.R. door and could swear
it read Monster’s Common Room™
(definitely something which hasn’t
changed). After reading such quotes as this
and ones such as “You waste the best years
of your life at school in order 1o prepare you
for the worst” (1973), we decided to add
some quotes from the past year, some
favourites from CCF have been “Don’t look
at me I'm married” and “It’s all about
growing up and being British™. To some
Welbexians fortunate enough to have PT on
a Saturday morning the words “forget
physics. forget maths, today is match day!”
can often be heard (especially when Chelsea
are playing!).

One thing for sure which hasn’t changed is
the first day, the feeling of rning up to
somewhere new and different surrounded by
people who seem (0 know exactly what's
going on, most of us go through these
feelings at one stage with only the minority
who actually leap on the trainl, this was
ilustrated in 8 poem We Came Ucross from
1955:
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From The Welbexian 1999

~ STUDENT EDITORIAL

The Editors (Laura Craig, Charlotte Joyce, Kate Read)

Yes. 1 remember Welbeck

The name, because one afternoon

The lorry. full of newboys, drew up there
Unwontedly, it was late September

The engine died. someone jumped out
And we followed. straggling sheep like
On the bare cobbles. What I say

Was Welbeck - only the name

And work. goalposts and prefects
And dormitories, and why be profane?
And why didn’t I like Thomas

Stay in the Express train?

Anon
May 1955

There are however some subtle differences,
and after seeing traditions changing within
just over one year at Welbeck it was
interesting to see how things have changed
over the decades.

We did think that we were the only entry to
make it in the Headlines, but we couldn’t
have been more wrong. The archives
revealed hundreds of newspaper cuttings
such as:

“A man’s life for boys at Welbeck™
(Birmingham Post. April 29 1974)

“Where technology meets tradition™
(Yorkshire Post, May 23 1973)

In opposition (o “Marching on 1o success”
(The Times, November 25th).

After reading The Welbeck Magazine now
Kknown us The Welbexian, we were given

plenty of scope for thoughts on what we are
doing “right or wrong”. Articles read were
amazing and features on “The birds of
/elbeck” and the house reports were very
interesting. We would also like to add in
response to the Wanted Advertisement in the
Vol 1 No 4. January 1955 magazine that we
do have “A recipe for home-made alcoholic
drinks™.
Another source of amusement during our
“raid” was the Calendar Rolls, and I almost
got confused by my own copy and those of
the past due to the outstanding similarities.
The distinguishing factor however was that
the Housemaster of Harland “Mr Harland™
was the Hockey Coach and that the “Rugger
House Match” was late September as
opposed to our “white out” in December.
The scrapbooks are full of College history
like details of the Big Freeze of January
1959 when “the Great Lake froze
sufficiently for the Headmaster 1o approve,
supervise and lead skating on the ice™
Something unthought of today with all of
the health and safety risks involved!
Welbeck history is also abundant in the
books. did you know that “those who built
the ballroom - entirely underground - were
each rewarded with & donkey and umbrella?”
and that the Queen and HRH the Duke of
Edinburgh have both visited Welbeck.
It was interesting also 0 read that the
seniors ¢lub opened in 1969, We found our
“rummage” great entertainment and as &
plea from the &7E Welbexian Editors to all
past, present and future Welbexians please
don’t neglect this wradition. It is one of the

many traditions we W ould like to remain!

40
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22 FORTY YEARS ON

Whilst of course not part of the “Early Years” the Fortieth Anniversary of the founding of the
College was suitably marked by early entries as recorded below.

Mark Fillingham (1 Entry), as General Secretary of The Officers Christian Union gave the
Speech Day Sermon which is recorded in full in the Welbexian 1993 p25-26. This was on a
weekend when I Entry returned for their 40th Reunion was recorded in the Welbexian of 1993

by Sam Roberts and shown in full below.

The First Entry’s 40th
Anniversary Reunion

It was a memorable day. Forty years
after the arrival of the first entry of
Welbexians, a reunion was held at the
College, at which attended 23 of the
original 48 boys and 5 of the original
masters.

Ten of the OWs took up the offer of a
conducted tour over the Abbey and
round the grounds during the afternoon.
We were surprised to be conducted by
the first entry of girls into the College - a
coincidental and enjoyable experience.
| must say the girls are a great credit to
the system; mature, articulate, confident
and ambitious. We left Andy Morton,
the Bursar, laying the dinner tables in
the Masters’ Common Room and toured
the Oxford Wing and the dormitories.
We all recalled memories of incidents
and identified bed spaces. Dorm 5, for
example, overlooking the Dowager
Duchess’ state room windows, in front
of which used to prance, teasingly, her
mglds. Pa'st Bull York's office, along the
;?inplp(;?irg?zr and into the library, now
s rows of book cases. The

chapel has not changed, apart from the
addition of plaques in memory of OWs,
who have died on active service and,
particularly poignant, the “Fillingham”
bible, which was presented to the
College by those of the first entry who
survived to go on to Sandhurst. Our
names are inscribed on the front page. It
was pleasing to have Mark Fillingham
with us at the reunion.

Through the underground corrid
common room, classroom corridors,
into the ballroom we went, notinor !
passant”, that our college prefecti} L
are now girls locker roomg! We th udies
climbed some stairs which | de no(t‘n
remember, bringing us onto the
'ontra“nlce roa(‘l, crossing which took s
into “t'sunk garden”. Alphonse, the
golden carp, has long since passed on, |
will mention at this stage the Courage
and determination of Dave Watson
who, having suffered motor neurony
disease for many vyears, pushed a
walking frame up and down the many
stairs, helped by the girls, and stayed
with us throughout the tour. After a
good deal of reminiscing round the now
beautifully clean swimming pool (no
more green water with squiggly red
worms in it) we walked round the sports
field. Mick Adams remembered with
amazing clarity his first (and only) try.
Jeff Barker, who captained that first
unbeaten rugby XV, thought he
remembered many courageous acts.
Dave Watson and Bernard Goodman
recalled athletic achievements; Barry
Learner, the hockey and cricket and so
it went on. The statues on the
balustrades have gone. Each wore a
school cap the day after that ludicrous
piece of uniform was introduced. We
eventually arrived back in front of the
main entrance to be met by Andy
Morton, having completed his chores.
We bade farewell and good wishes to
the girls and headed off to the Worksop
Travel Lodge to change for dinner.
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We gathered later in the refurbishe
cellars of the Main Building, now
transformed into the Harland House
common room, where we met up with
the later arrivals, the Principal and a
number of wives. We enjoyed a glass of
sherry or two before the ladies retired to
their own dinner at the Greendale Oak
and the gentlemen gathered in the
library for the accompanying
photograph. Here, we met up with John
Skinner and Arthur Soar. John, in the
final stages of cancer, had been
determined to attend the reunion
dinner. Arthur drove him carefully from
Wells, dressed him for dinner and
helped him realise his final ambition.
Mentally alert but physically wasted, he
thoroughly enjoyed the evening. Dear
John, who broke bounds by riding off to
Worksop on a bicycle, only to find Bull

York waiting for his return - and that of
his bike!

The relaxed, cheerful atmosphere

tchfolughout the day and the dinner
ould not have been pre-arranged. The

The Re- Union photograph is below.

T
Masters” Common Room glowed with a
spontaneous, natural friendship and
achoed to continuous chatter. Andy

and the caterers had done a superb

job. After the coffee, commemorative
whiskey tumblers, engraves with the
College crest and “1953-1993", were
given to all present. Letters and faxes
were read from far and wide. Tony
Iveson, Bernie Cornish and Peter
Hodkinson faxed to say they were
having a reunion “barbie” the

following weekend at Tony’s house in
Brisbane. They were sent a tumbler

each. Mich Clifford sent £20 for a

round of drinks.

After the Loyal Toast, a toast to absent
friends and the “Hawker Toast” - to
Welbeck College, the banter continued
until the Cinderella hour, when the
minibus drove us back to the Travel
Lodge, finishing off what had been a
super day. Our thanks to the Principal
and Dr Charles McLaughlin for
permitting us to use the MCR.
September, 2003 is already in our
diaries for the 50th!

Sam Roberts
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To mark the 40th The Principal invited Peter Davies (3 Entry), Andy Morton (1 Entry) and

myself to give a talk to the College. The magazine reported this shown below. It marks our
first Major General Peter Davies..

PRESS CUTTINGS
SEPTEMBER 1953

WELBECK COLLEGE

P,
¥ "
kY Q
e
MAJOR GENERAL PETER DAVIES

Late ROYAL SIGNALS

FORTY YEARS ON Colonel The KING’'S REGIMENT
SEP 53 - SKP 93

Our first Major General. Talking
to you today. Incidentally to date
Royal Engineers have produced

one Major General, Royal Signals
5 and REME 2. Watch this spacel.

I am not sure about the headline below “Wise” - unless of course they were referring to

“Morecambe and Wise” for they found the chat entertaining. Gordon Partington was again a
prime mover assisted by Andy Morton who was then the Bursar.

On the 23rd of September Major
General Peter Davies of No.3 Entry and
Brigadier Jim Dennis returned to the
College for the Fortieth Anniversary
celebrations.

General Davies and Brigadier Dennis,
then took part in a highly entertaining
question and answer session with the
present crop of Welbexians. The two
Old Welbexians proved to be not only
entertaining but also very informative,
bringing some of the traditions of the
College to life.

\
turned to all aspects of military life and Dennis; The Bursar Davies; Gordon Partington; Brigadier Jim
many of the Welbexians were certainly
surprised by some of the answers given
by both General Davies and Brigadier
Dennis.

As the session continued, the questions Left o right: Major-General Pet
o . eneral Feter

Both of them stayed for lunch and were
of course questioned further about
College life in their day. Mr Gordon
Partington, a former member of staff
proved invaluable in answering specific
questions about the history of Welbeck
during the morning.
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23 WELBECK ABBEY

Were we impressed were we to be living in the seat of a Premier Duke of England, the then
7th Duke of Portland? Strange as it may seem I believe we all found it oddly comfortable - it
was all ours to live in to explore and to enjoy. In any case there was so much more to think
about - a new life, new friends, the challenge of starting a new career probably unfamiliar to
most of us and of course the excitement of it all. We were to find out later, and through many
written and spoken words, that The Duke was very supportive of this new College and he
and his family were all very interested in what we were up to. Of course the Portland family
were no strangers to the Armed Services and the Army in particular.

This is no place to recount the history of Welbeck even if I were capable; in any case it is
amply covered in a variety of forms, not least on the internet. Derek Hawker has an excellent
précis covering the years 1143-1951 in just one and a half pages in the Welbeck College
Register 1953-73 But a few words of background might serve to illustrate how welcome we
were in this grand home, for home it surely was.

A number of references are from “Men, Women and Things, Memories of the Duke of Portland
(London: Faber & Faber, 1937)” (MWT). Two genealogical tables are shown in Annex B
separate file on the DVD. The Dukes of Portland are direct descendants of the powerful Bess
of Hardwick who married the Earl of Shrewsbury. Sir Charles Cavendish was her third son
and purchased Welbeck in 1606. The tables show how the name of Cavendish-Bentinck
became one of the famous families in England; the link with the equally powerful
Devonshire’s can also be seen. Sir William, son of Sir Richard, became The Master of The
Queen’s Horse - a title and responsibility passed down through all the Portland’s, and he
produced the definitive book on horsemanship which is part of a little College story told in
“Soldiers All” in section 14.

In MWT pp 247 The 6th Duke pens this gem:

“It has been my privilege to entertain the Archduke
Ferdinand of Austria. When the latter was my guest in
December 1913, he had a narrow escape from being
killed . Whilst out shooting (see left) there was rather
deep snow on the ground; after a rise of pheasants one
of the loaders fell down. This caused both barrels of the
gun he was carrying to be discharged the shot passing
within a few feet of the Archduke and myself. I have
often wondered if the Great War might not have been
. averted, or at least postponed, had the Archduke met
THE ARGHDUKE FRANZ FERDINAND AT WELBECK g his death then, and not in Sarajevo in the following

nncess Clary- Kinsky and the Duches of

[oh bere
Hohenberg

'II

year

He follows this up on page 48 with:

“At the beginning of the (Great) War a hospital was organised at Welbeck for wounded
NCOs and men of our son’s Titchfield’s Regiment the Blues. Later on it was enlarged to sixty
beds for convalescing patients.”
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Another entry reads:

isgffu&v Bz A

Welbeck in the First World War and the prize was funded by a donation
from him “In memory of his Welbeck colleagues who died on active
service”. The picture on the right, also from MWT shows Lady Winifred a
Nurse at that time. Her obituary is at Annex B and tells of her being the
inspiration for the Disabled Training College near Mansfield. Also

“During the last year of the war (917) several thousand young
eighteen year old recruits were encamped in Welbeck Park
when General Sir John Maxwell came to inspect them....”
MWT pp 215

In the sport Section 12 the Wilfred Perry
Prize, shown on the left, was mentioned.
He was a soldier under training at

mentioned “In 1935 the Nottingham miners referred to her as “their
Angel” and petitioned King George 5th to recognise her work on their behalf - she was
created “Dame of The British Empire”

Finally The Abbey was leased to the War Office from 1945-1951 as Army College North
(below). The full version of this Magazine, which includes some history of the Abbey, is on

the DVD Annex K.

=g mmwmmﬁmwmﬁ.mc%
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“THE HISTORY OF WELBECK ABBEY
—AND ITS FAMOUS PERSONALITIES"
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Thus Welbeck Abbey and The Portlands were anything but strangers to The British Army
and the College continued this long association with the Portland Family.
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Although the stories below are called up in three other sections, if you missed them ( and
only dip into this section) here are our encounters with the 7th Duke of Portland during our
first term at Welbeck.

Meeting the 7th Duke of Portland in the first term 1953

We had normal lessons in the Lecture Rooms just off the underground ballroom, but had to
walk up Lady Bolsover’s Drive to get to the Workshops about a mile away. On one occasion
early in the first term whilst on our way we came across this very tall, well dressed
gentleman peeing into the bushes. When he caught sight of us staring at him, in a rich
mellow voice bellowed out “Well, I own the bloody place don’t I?” Our introduction to the
7th Duke of Portland!

During a bleak snowy spell in the first winter rugby was off and HM, an Oxbridge Cross
Country blue I believe, had the whole school trudging through the snow around the estate.
The guys lagging behind were making heavy weather of it when The good Duke came along
in his Land Rover and proceeded to give them a lift back to the Abbey - then he returned to
pick up another lot! I think he was chortling all the time and he was a hero to the boys.

A final anecdote concerns the Titchfield Chapel and the College first end of term Christmas
Carol Service. The Duke was there, in his own pew, looking very distinguished and totally at
home. Come collection time the Head of School stood by his pew with the collection plate.
The Duke felt in his jacket pocket and looked somewhat non plussed. After a few seconds he
raised himself up out of his seat and began systematically feeling in every pocket of his huge
thick and heavy tweed suit which looked as though it had been constructed not tailored. He
tried every pocket turning out the linings whilst the Head of School looked undecided as to
what to do. Finally the Duke beamed down upon him and again in his mellow deep voice
proclaimed “Sorry old boy, I haven’t got a bean!”

It is of interest that when the 9th Duke died the Title went with him. That of the Earl of
Bentinck (a common name throughout the lineage of the Portlands, the Cavendish
Bentinck’s) lived on. The 13th Earl of Bentinck is the actor who plays David Archer in the
Archer’s! Not many people know that!

Lady Victoria, the daughter of the 6th Duke and a God Daughter of Queen Victoria died aged
104. Her obituary at Annex B contains some interesting tit bits: about the 5th Duke, traveling
to Worksop station thorough the tunnel (not using a motor which would frighten the horses)
and poking a hole in Queen Victoria’ sofa. Some column inches refer to the College:

“She took an enthusiastic interest in the military college which took over her family seat: “I am always
delighted to read the name Welbeck in the passing out lists from Sandhurst” she would say to the
boys.”Good luck to you all - your master will be keeping me in touch and giving me all the low down
(Gordon Partington no doubt)”. Well into her tenth decade she would entertain the boys on their
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visits to the Edinburgh Festival.” On one of these occasions, described in “Soldiers All” - she
was very much a gracious and fun loving lady.

Lady Anne, daughter of the 7th Duke, lived on the estate until her death in 2008 and was , as
those in the know, a great friend of the College throughout this time. Her obituary also in
Annex B has some interesting topics and is well worth a read. She remained unmarried
having been refused permission to marry her first love. Her sister Lady Peggy married an
Italian Count during our time at Welbeck and her son William Parente is now the owner of
the estate, and apparently was the beneficiary of her “family riches”

An interview with Lady Victoria, conducted by Gordon Partington in October 1982 is
reported in full in the Welbexian of 1983 and is shown in Annex B. She talks about the Oxford
Wing fire , transporting hot food on trolleys along the railway lines, the visit of The Arch
Duke Ferdinand, a blissfully happy childhood, travelling through the tunnels UNDER the
lake (without using motors which would “frighten the horses”). Her marriage at Welbeck to
Captain Wemyss in November 1918 attended by soldiers from the hospital at Welbeck and
her “munition Gals - I was working in an aeroplane factory in Chiswick factory then”. A
fascinating tale.

Avch Oube Frone Feedimand'on a vint 1o Walbeck not kang bedovs the Fiest Workd Wae. Photograp taten af the “Coach Stabves”, where Mr, J.G.C. Thomson and We. Pategi
row have thev fts.
»

Fromke
S k2ot Loy ko v b was ok of Partianct Saphie, wie of Arch Dk Frane-Fevdinand, Winifred, Duchess of Portland and Arch Dute Fast it

Other interesting items about Welbeck are included in full in the Welbeck Folder on the DVD.

Annex B: Inludes:

Obituaries of Lady Winifred, Lady Victoria and Lady Anne. The interview with Lady Victoria
in 1982, an article : “The Odd Lord (5th Duke), A potted history of Welbeck issued to us in the
first two years, and the Portland genealogical tables. Also included are a number of web sites
along with their addresses - click for a host of information, Two Drop Box archives provided
by Mike Selby (17 Entry and one time President OWA). You will have to join Drop Box to see
them. and early pictures of the splendour of Welbeck
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