ANNEX B WELBECK AND THE PORTLANDS




Obituary - Lady Anne Cavendish-Bentinck

As a debutante, she was front-page news when she was told to accept the hand in marriage
of the nobleman destined to be prince regent of Belgium. But wilful Lady Anne Cavendish-
Bentinck refused him , declining to get out of bed when the luckless suitor arrived at her
stately home.She later set her sights on the handsome Duke of Leeds, but her family refused
her permission to wed and she defiantly vowed never to marry anyone else. Extraordinarily,
she kept her promise for the rest of her life.

Equally unusually, the death of Lady Anne at the age of 92 has so far gone publicly
unrecorded by her closest relatives - no death notices, no obituaries. All the more curious
because Lady Anne, who died on 21 December 2008 was a cousin of the Queen Mother and
one of the richest women in the land.

She possessed a fabulous treasure trove of art, including works by Stubbs and Van Dyke,
plus a huge silver collection held in a strong room as large as a small house.Lady Anne, the
largest private landowner in Nottinghamshire, inherited 62,000 acres including the Welbeck
Abbey estate, plus a further 45,000 acres in Scotland, and Bothal Castle in Northumberland.
She also owned 30 almost priceless acres around Harley Street in Central London.

Her father, the seventh Duke of Portland, made sure that the remote relation who succeeded
him in the dukedom would receive nothing from the estate. The title died out in 1980. The
earldom, however, continues, the present earl being actor Tim Bentinck, familiar to Radio 4
listeners as David Archer. When I called to offer my condolences to the family, Lady Anne's
great-niece, Daisy, whose father, William Parente, was brought up by his aunt, told me: 'My
father is in the bath. He won't be saying anything.'

I can reveal, however, that Lady Anne's nephew William will be the beneficiary of the family
riches. At the last count, she was said to be worth £158 million.

William Parente, 57, who now lives at the Abbey with his wife Alison, is the son of Lady
Anne's sister, Peggy, a train bearer at the Queen's Coronation, who married an impecunious
Italian nobleman.

Lady Anne, who devoted her life to her horses and to racing, was still seen out riding at the
age of 90. Says one fellow equestrian: 'She was famously pompous to the point of rudeness. I
recall being at a party of hers when a woman came up to say hello, and she said nothing,
simply turning her back on the poor.









The odd lord of the

Heartbroken lover or one of our greatest
aristocratic eccentrics? Damian Whitworth
on the strange story of the burrowing duke

The first indication that we are treading in the
footsteps of one of the greatest of British eccen-
trics comes on the approach to Welbeck Abbey,
In fromt of a gardener's cottage, amid spreading
cedars, three skylights pop up cut of the Lwn.

“The cellars” explains Derek Adlam, my
guide on what is to prove a very strange tour,
The immediate questions: why did the cellars ex-
tend so far from the cottage, and what did a gar-
dener need with such subterranean facilities?
“Muost of the business went on under ground,”
says Adlam. “The piggeries were down there —
out of sight. And the laundry rooms. The duke
didn’t_want_clothes flapping _around _above
ground in full view.”

Of all the singular aristocratic creatures who
illuminated the 19th century, William John Cav-
endish-Bentinck-Scott, 5th Duke of Portland,
was one of the more peculiar. A recluse from his
family and society, he holed up in his corner of
Nottinghamshire and used his

John became 5th Duke on the death of his
father, inheriting large and highly profitable
estates that included large chunks of Central
Londan, as well as the extensive estate on the
edge of Sherwood Forest and other land, He
was hugely wealthy and quickly demonstrated
that he knew how to spend his riches,

In 1860 he embarked on a monumental build-
ing programme at Welbeck, moving into the
former abbey full-time to supervise the work.
He started with the kitchen gardens, Those at
Windsor Great Park were I7 acres, so he made
his 22 acres. He erected one of the largest riding
schools in the world, second only to one in Mos-
cow. His hunting stables alone covered an acre,
He built a host of other buildings, so that a
small village grew up around the abbey. The
poultry house was magnificent — plenty of
people at the time would probably have been
happy to live in it. Mot satisfied with his en-
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earned him the soubriquet
“the burrowing duke”, he be-
came the subject of myth and
legend in his own lifetime. Now a new exhibi-
Hon at Welbeck seeks to sift fact from fiction —
though shedding light on the motives for his
mysterious behaviour is altogether harder,
Lord John, the second of four sons, spent his
youth riding and hunting until his elder brother
died and he became heir to Welbeck and suc-
ceeded his brother as MP for King’s Lynn. Poli-
tics seems to have offered little appeal and he
quickly resigned the seat, blaming ill health.
We know that in 1842 he proposed to a well-
known opera soprano, Adelaide Kemble, and
that she turned him down. Adelaide married
someone else but she and John apparently
remained on good terms. Could a broken heart
have triggered the extraordinary behaviour that
followed? The evidence is scant but it remains a
popular theory.
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AND RICE PUDDING

Other rooms arcund the hall
were dug, some of them linked
to tunnels.

An army of men was then emploved to go on
to dig at least two and a half miles of tunnels
across his land. One, wide enough to drive two
carriages side by side, stretches more than 3
mile to the edge of the estate in the direction of
Waorksop. The duke would use this to come to
and from his home when he took the train

The tunnels, illuminated by thousands of gas
lamps, seem to have been designed to allow the
Duke to move around unseen and to enable
goods wagons and other business traffic to pass
across the estate without spoiling the view
when he was walking about his land,

It has also been suggested that the massive
earthworks could even have been some sort of
job creation scheme. Whether or not it was the
duke's aim, employment was provided for
thousands of people. At one stage there was an

entire encampment of Irish labourers known
as “Sligo”.

John was a benevolent and much-loved mas-
ter who provided donkeys for his employees to
get about and umbrellas to keep them dry. He
built numerous, high-quality “wedding cake”
houses for his staff. Elizabeth Butler, a laundry-
maid who wrote an account of her time at Wel-

beck, recalls him organising races for estate chil-

dren and helping them to gather chestnuts, He
built 2 roller-skating rink that was flooded in
winter and tumed into an jce rink. He
encouraged them to row on the lake and would
shout instructions from the water’s edge.

The duke’s benevolence extended beyond the
borders of his estate. During what he called the
“greal cotton calamity™ — when the American
Civil War brought penury to Lancashire by cut-
ting off supplies from the Deep South — he per-
sonally supported hundreds of cotton workers.

Yet despite his huge outlays, the duke
always lived within his means. He expected his
staff to pass him by without showing any
special deference and he appears to have been
never happier than when he was out among
the workers supervising his great projects. He
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http://www.rotherhamweb.co.uk/h/welbeck.htmHome to the Dukes of Portland,
Welbeck Abbey is a landscaped park with much woodland, and documented as
a deer park in 1301 and during the late 16th and early 17th
centuryROTHERHAM

http://www.nottshistory.org.uk/Jacks1881/welbeckpl.htm

NOTTINGBHAMSHIRE HISTORY

IN November, 1878, by favour of the late Duke of Portland, | was
permitted to visit Welbeck Abbey, and the stupendous works connected
with it, for there is no exaggeration in what has been written and
rumoured concerning their magnitude. | reached the abbey at eleven
o’clock one morning, after a drive of nine miles through a racy air, with just
a touch of "winter’s sting."” The long grass on either side of the undulating
park-drive had a thin, crisp covering of hoar frost, which sparkled in the
rich November sunlight, that gave a more golden hue to the dying foliage
of oak and elm.

EAST FRONT IN 1900
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www.warsopweb.co.uk/articles/history/mole.htm
WARSOP WEB

During my school days we heard many stories about the mad Duke of
Portland. Tunnels had been dug all over the district so that the mad duke
could come and go in secret. "The mad duke was disfigured and he had a
terrible disease.” "The tunnels allowed lovers to come and go without
gossip and some of the tunnels went for many miles." "One tunnel went to
Worksop railway station and several others to various gate lodges.”™ "A
tunnel from Welbeck ended at the old Warsop rectory.” Our elders had
passed down these stories and as a youngster | believed every tale. Many
Warsop residents still talk of a "mad duke™ and some think the earth is
riddled with tunnels leading to Welbeck Abbey. Rumours are like snowballs
rolling down a slope and no doubt some present day accounts will be more
embellished than | show above.

http://nottstal gia.com/forums/index.php?showtopic=4819

WELBECK AND ITS SUBTERRANEU
TUNNELS
Abbey and it's subterranean tunnels

Other threads on subterranean workings have proved popular previously on
here. I'm assuming that one or two have a similar fascination to me on this
subject.

I've always been intrigued about Welbeck Abbey and the Fifth Duke of
Portland's commisioning of several miles of sophisticated underground tunnels,
a huge ballroom, billiard room and a library amongst other things. Apparently his
ambitions for the abbey created work for 15,000 folk local to the area.

Does anyone have any first-hand experience or anecdotal material about
Welbeck's undergroun system?

A bit of info below regarding this interesting story, including a photographic
investigation of one of the tunnels:
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Type to enter text

Click on the site address for lots of
photographs.
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PART 7

WELBECK

A brief history of Welbeck is contained in the Souvenir Programme
of the Welbeck Abbey Historical Pageant held on 7th and 8th of
August, 1939 to mark the Golden Wedding of the Duke and
Duchess of Portland. The Pageant is remembered by many older
Whitwellians as one of the last great occasions in the old style to
be held before the Second World War. The programme notes help
to identity episodes relating to Whitwell. They tell us, among other
things, that the Abbey of Welbeck was founded by Thomas of
Cuckney in about 1154 for a colony of Premonstratensian canons
from Newhouse Abbey in Lincolnshire. The order was founded at
Premontre in France. A large tract of land between Cuckney and
Belph was given by Thomas to the canons for their new monastery
and they built their church of St. James, with its cloisters and
domestic buildings on a level piece of ground by a brook named
the Wellebek. The present house stands on this site.
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The Portland Peerage Romance
y Charles J. Archard

THE FIRST BENTINCK A HERO

What a delightful story is that of the Portland peerage, in which fidelity,
heroism, chivalry and romance are blended and interwoven in the annals of
the noble families of England. Who that has been to Welbeck Abbey, that
magnificent palace in the heart of Sherwood with its legends of Robin Hood
and his merrie men, with its stately oaks and undulating woodlands,
stretching away to fertile pastures, dotted over with prosperous farmsteads,
as far as the eye can reach, does not feel interested in the fortunes of the
noble owner; and who that has seen the Duke and Duchess on some festive
occasion at Welbeck, moving to and fro among their thousand guests, a
perfectly happy couple, in which the course of true love runs smooth, and
whose supreme delight appears to be to spread happiness around them, is so
churlish as not to wish them long life, as types of the English nobility it is a
delight to honour?

FROM WIKIPEDIA

Dukes of Portland (1715)

= Henry Bentinck, 1st Duke of Portland (1682—-1726), second son of the 1st Earl

= William Bentinck, 2nd Duke of Portland (1709-1762), eldest son of the 1st Duke

= William Henry Cavendish-Bentinck, 3rd Duke of Portland (1738-1809), eldest
son of the 2nd Duke

=  William Henry Cavendish-Scott-Bentinck, 4th Duke of Portland (1768-1854),
eldest son of the 3rd Duke

= William Henry Cavendish-Bentinck, Margquess of Titchfield (1796-1824),
eldest son of the 4th Duke, predeceased his father unmarried

=  William John Cavendish Bentinck-Scott, 5th Duke of Portland (1800-1879),
second son of the 4th Duke, died unmarried

= William John Arthur Charles James Cavendish-Bentinck, 6th Duke of Portland
(1857-1943), grandson of Lt.-Col. Lord William Charles Augustus Cavendish-
Bentinck, third son of the 3rd Duke

= William Arthur Henry Cavendish-Bentinck, 7th Duke of Portland (1893-1977),
eldest son of the 6th Duke, died without male issue

= Ferdinand William Cavendish-Bentinck, 8th Duke of Portland (1888—1980),
great-grandson of Maj.-Gen. Lord Frederick Cavendish-Bentinck, fourth and
youngest son of the 3rd Duke, died without issue

= Victor Frederick William Cavendish-Bentinck, 9th Duke of Portland (1897—
1990), younger brother of the 8th Duke, dukedom became extinct upon his
death
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= William James Cavendish-Bentinck (1925-1966), only son of the 9th
Duke, predeceased his father without issue
[edit]

Earls of Portland; Second creation (1689; Reverted)

=  Henry Noel Bentinck, 11th Earl of Portland (1919-1997), great-great-great-
great-grandson of William Bentinck, 1st Graf Bentinck, third son of the 1st Earl

=  Timothy Charles Robert Noel Bentinck, 12th Earl of Portland (b. 1953), only son
of the 11th Earl

The heir apparent is the present holder's eldest son William Jack Henry Bentinck,
Viscount Woodstock (b. 1984).

[edit]
Counts Bentinck of the Holy Roman Empire (1732-
present)

In 1732 the title Count (Graf) Bentinck, of the Holy Roman Empire, was created by
Emperor Charles VI for William Bentinck, Baron of the Duchy of Guelders and second
surviving son of Hans Willem Bentinck, 1st Earl of Portland. A Royal Licence of 1886
was created which allowed the use of this title in England as well. The title is inherited
in male primogeniture line by the descendents of William Bentinck. Already the 7th
Count Bentinck since 1932, Henry Bentinck became also the 11th Earl of Portland in
1990. After his death in 1997, the titles are currently held by the actor Tim Bentinck.

= William Bentinck, 1st Count Bentinck (1704-1774) (eldest son of the 1st Earl of
Portland and his second wife Jane Martha Temple)

= William Gustavus Frederic Bentinck, 2nd Count Bentinck (1762-1835)
(grandson of the 1st Count Bentinck)

= John Charles Bentinck, 3rd Count Bentinck (1763-1833)

= Charles Anthony Ferdinand Bentinck, 4th Count Bentinck (1792-1864)

= Henry Charles Adolphus Frederick William Bentinck, 5th Count Bentinck
(1846-1903)

=  Robert Charles Bentinck, 6th Count Bentinck (1875-1932)

= Henry Noel Bentinck, 7th Count Bentinck (1919-1997) (also the 11th Earl of
Portland)

=  Timothy Charles Robert Noel Bentinck, 8th Count Bentinck (b. 1953) (also the
12th Earl of Portland)

The heir apparent is the present holder's eldest son William Jack Henry Bentinck (b.
1984), who is also Viscount Woodstock.

[edit]
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